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' MEDICAL  officer’s  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Dt.  Thomson  then  submitted  this,  and  we  take 
the  following  extracts ; — 

In  noticing  the  births,  which  amounted  to  105,  against  66 
deaths,  I have  to  mention  a remarkable  fact,  viz  , that  we 
last  year  reached  the  lowest  birth  and  death  rate  I can 
find  record  of.  „ , , , , 

Ten  years  ago  the  birth  rate  was  82-2,  last  year  only  21.1 
,.  „ death  „ 20T,  „ „ 18'2 

The  significance  of  these  figures  speak  for  them-elves. 

The  low  and  yearly  decreasing  birth  rate  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  in  the  urban,  so  in  the  rural  dis- 
trict, the  child  producing  population  is  being  absorbed  by 
the  large  towns,  to  which  ail  our  young  people  are  en- 
deavouring to  migrate,  to  the  largs  industrial  centres,  to  the 
Services,  and  the  Colonies.  While  on  the  other  hand  mar 
we  not  correctly  attribute  the  low  death  rate  to  the  march 
of  sanitary  seient-o,  which  year  by  year  makes  its  progress 
felt,  and  continues  to  enlarge  its  sphere  of  action.  The 
following  tabular  statement  for  the  past  nine  years  well 
illustrates  the  fall  in  both  rates: — ■ A 

In  1886—162  births,  or  .82-2,  against  ml  de*hs,  or  20.7 

1887— 148  „ a9’3,  >.  98  „ 19'8 

1888— 140  „ 281,  „ 82  „ 16-2 

181-9-137  „ 27-2,  „ 95  „ 18-1 

1890—  14 1 „ 28-4,  „ 81  „ 16-1 

1891— 114  „ 22-4,  „ 91  „ 18-1 

1892— 111  „ 22-2,  „ 82  „ 16-0 

1893— 127  „ 25.2,  „ 80  „ 16-2 

1894- 124  „ 24-4,  „ 70  „ 14-0 

1896— 10-5  „ 21-0,  „ 66  „ 13-1 

Bepresenting  a fall  in  the  birth  rate  of  11-2  percent.,  and  in 
the  death  rate  of  7-1,  during  the  past  nine  years. 

The  iieath-rate  for  the  33  great  towns  was  last  year  20  6,  ours 
13-1 

The  birth  „ „ n » » » “O'd,  „ 

21-0 

These  figures  speak  lor  themselves  more  eloquently  than  I 
COD.  , 

Before  I leave  these  vital  st'itistics  cannot  help  men- 
tiouiiig  a curious  coincidence,  and  it  is  this : Our 
- mortality  last  year  was,  ns  I said  before,  66  ; now  exactly  83 
"rteacrr  sei.  Wees*  taks.rv' 'wiiltfer-- where- 34-  children 

produced,  against  61  female  children.  How  this  almost 
mathematical  precision  is  arrived  at  I do  not  know. 

It  will  doubtless  be  in  the  recollection  of  this  Council 
what  the  metoi.rological  conditions  were  during  the  early 
part  of  last  year,  and  you  will  therefore  not  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  in  the 

1st  quarter  there  were  27  deaths,  against  1.5  births 
2nd  „ „ » 15  >1  >t  20  „ 

8rd  „ „ ,T  18  ..  ..  84 

4th  „ „ » 11  ^ » 

66  105 

By  this  table  you  will  see  that  the  mortality  decreased 
quarter  by  quarter,  while  the  births  increased  in  a like 
ratio. 

Of  the  27  deaths  recorded  in  the  first  quarter,  most  of  them 
were  registered  as  dying  of  some  pulmonary  malady,  but  in 
reality  were  simply  frozen  out  of  life  by  the  long-continued 
severe  weather  of  that  period. 

The  average  number  of  inquests  held  for  accidental  deaths 
has  been  11;  last  year  there  were  only  lour. 

We  were  happily  spared  anything  in  the  shape  of  an 
epidemic  last  year,  and  not  one  single  death  was  reported 
from  zymotic  diseases,  and  although  we  bad  a few  isolated 
cases  of  influenza,  no  fatal  results  ensued. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  Diseases  Notification  Act,  I must 
say  that  Act  is  working  smoothly  and  to  the  community 
beneficially.  There  were  only  15  notifications,  against  26  in 
1894. 

I must  express  my  regret  that  this  Council  did  not  see  fit 
to  include  measles  in  the  Act.  It  has  been  very  prevalent 
in  the  rural  districts,  and  the  indifferent  way  in  which  that 
insiduons  malady  is  treated  by  parents,  results  in  much 
after  suffering  by  children.  It  is  apparently  thought  of 
little  consequence,  the  result  being  that  they  are  almost  en- 
tirely uncared  for,  and  thus  the  seeds  are  sown,  and  abun- 
dantly prosper,  of  disease^  of  the  genito-urinary  organs, 
which,  if  not  directly  fatal,  cripple  the  person  through  life, 
and  bring  him  or  her  sooner  or  later  on  the  rates,  or  into  the 
House, 

Were  it  noti^hle,  they  would  at  least  have' some  attention 
and  advice  from  your  Health  Officer. 

I have  in  years  past  advocated  a scheme  of  drainage,  and 
that  is  a m.vlter  wliloh,  sooner  -or  lator,  must  come  within 
the  category  of  practical  business.  In  the  meantime  I would 
again  urge  this  Council  to  take  steps  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  to  facilitate  the  rapid  passage  of  the  water  of 
tbe  Avon  ihrough  your  town,  as,  by  doing  so,  you  obviously 
remove,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible — and  more  efficiently 
— all  those  impurities  which  ought  not  to  go  in,  and  are 
injnrious  to  health,  and  farther,  by  facilitating  its  flow,  you 
lessen  the  risk  and  inconvenience  at  fliiod  time,  and  so 
do  something  towards  the  solution  of  a question  we  ought 
not,  and  cannot  ignore. 

I must  notice  with  pleasure  the  marked  improvement  that 
has  of  recent  years  been  effected  towards  carrying  out  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  The  last  year  or  so  we 
ooudemued  various  tenements,  and  now  we  can  see  ln'  every 
quarter  of  the  town  much-improved  structural  and  sanitary 
houses,  and  in  all  cases  a good  supply — and  handy — of  the 
town  water,  and  water-carried  sewage  system,  and  before  I 
leave  this  subject,  I will  once  again  urge  the  Council,  »s 
the  town  seems  to  be  in  a building  mood,  to  abolish  all 
those  tumble-down,  unsanitary  slaughter-honses,  and  erect 
one  common  abattoir  outside  the  town.  This  is  a subject 
I am  well  aware  stinks  in  the  nostrils  of  this  Couneil ; bnt 
it  is  one  I feel  so  strongly  npon,  that  no  considerations  of 
inconvenience  or  unpopolarity  can  prevent  my  again  urging 
its  necessity. 

Gentlemen,  the  vital  statistics  which  I have  produced  in 
the  early  part  of  my  report  point  to  an  increased  and  in- 
ereasing  improvement  in  the  pnblic  health  of  your  town, 
and  I feel  sure  that  by  unremitting  attention  on  the  part  of 
your  sanitary  officers,  by  tbe  firm  administration  of  its 
sanitary  laws,  no  less  than  by  the  oultivation  by  all  proper- 
minded  inhabitants,  of  personal  hygienic  surroundings,  we 
^u.ny  in  time  reach  the  maximum  of  public  health. 


AN  INTERESTING  REPORT. 

Dr.  M.  Thomson,  Medical  OflScer  of  Health,  said 
the  general  health  of  the  district  was  good,  and  the 
. birtii  and  death-rates  for  the  past  month  were  ab-  ‘ 
normal.  The  doctor  also  alluded  to  a bad  case  ol 
Overcrowding  at  Lower  , 'Westwood,  where  a man 
named  C.  Butt,  his  wife,  and  7 children  all  slept  in 
one  small  room,  the  cubic  space  of  which  was  only  . 
800  , feet.  He  and  the  Surveyor  had  examined  the 
premises  at  Lower  Westwood,  where  a recent  case 
of  diphtheria  was  reported,  and  had  found  every- 
thing in  a favourable  and  satisfactory  condition,  with  > 
the  excejition  of  the  drainage  in  front  of  the  premises 
' They  had  called  upon  the  owner  to  provide  a better 
sanitary  system.  He  then  read  his  annual  report, 
which  was  extremely  interesting.  After  having  paid 
i a tribirte  of  praise  to  the  Surveyor,  who  (he  said) 

I h-vd  worked  very  cordially  with  him.  Dr.  Thomsoii 
' stated  that  the  mortality  during  the  past  year  had 
been  46  males  and  34  females,  a total  of  80,  against  a ■ 
total  of  90  births,  making  the  death-rate  slightly 
higher  and  the  birth-rate,  much  lower  than  obtained 
in  the  past  ten  yeara.  'llie  comparison  for  the  past 
five  years  was — In  1891  the  birthrate  was  26.5  per 
I 1,000,  death-rate,  14.4;  1892,  birth-rate,  25.4,  death- 
rate,  14.2;  1893,  birth-rate,  26.5,  death-rate,  14.2; 
1894,  birth-rate,  24.2,  death-rate,  15.1 ; 1895,  birth-rate, 
18.2,  death-rate,  16.0.  He  thought  the  higher  mor- 
tality  could  be  traced  to  the  severe  winter,  which 
carried  off  all  the  ripe  fruit.  The  causation  of  the  ■ 
large  moidality  was  pulmonary  or  chest  diseases,  which 
carried  off  30;  intestinal  diseases,  9;  infantile,  6; 
cardiac  or  heart,  9;  phthisis,  5;  cancer,  2;  paralysis, 

9 ; senile  de<iai[,.-64  fatal , ar.drtr.quCfcta;  :4  ; - 

total,  80.  Though  only  six  were  returned  as  dying 
from  senile  decay  or  old  age,  no  less  than  17  were 
registered  as  over  74  years  of  age,  so  that  they  all 
merely  paid  the  penalty  of  having  reached  the  allotted 
space,  and  died  a natural  death.  The  Britisk  public 
did  not  like  their  friends  merely  to  die  from  senile 
decay,but  from  respectable  and  liigh-sounding  maladies,  ' 
as  cardiac  atrophy,  or  bronchitis.  With  reference  to 
1 the  large  number  carried  off  by  pulmohary  disease,  both  ■ 
in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  it  was  only  what  ■ 
obtains  all  over  Wiltshire,  which  information  be 
gathered  from  official  sources.  No  one  who  recol- 
lected the  meteorological  conditions  of  the  first  quar- 
ter of  1895  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  in  that 
quarter  there  were  27  deaths  and  only  12  births;  in 
the  second  quarter,  20  against  16 ; third,  18  against 
26;  and  fourth  15  against  36,  or  a total  of  80  deaths 
against  90  births.  Dealing  with  the  epidemic  of 
scarlet  fever  at  (Holt,  Broughton,  and  Atworth,  the 
doctor  stated  that  47  cases  in  all  were  notified.  Muck 
had  been  said  and  much  more  wisdom  might  be  spoken, 
but  all  in  vaiik  he  feared,  until  those  localities  awoke  ’ 
to  the  necessity — the  absolute  necessity — that  exists  ' 
for  some  system  of  sewerage  to  be  adopted  and  carried  ! 
out.  There  was  no  proper  or  efficient  drainage  what- 
ever, and  they  could  not  comiiel  one  owner  or  occu- 
pier to  build  and  equip  proper  sanitary  conveniences 
I unless  they  did  likewise  with  all,  and  he  could  not 
j say  that  he  thought  popular  opinion  or  financial  con- 
siderations seem^  likely  to  urge  the  parish  of  Holt  ■ 
to  go  in  for , a thorough  drainage  scheme.  Likewise 
I with  Broughton  and  Atworth,  the  drainage  was  of  a 
most  primitive  description.  With  reference  to  the 
much-debated  question  of  the  water  supply  at  West- 
wood,  it  might  appear  that  he  was  indifferent  to  that 
iffljiortant  matter,  if  he  did  not  touch  upon  it  in  his 
report,  whereas  the  contrary  was  the  case.  He  could 
only  repeat  what  he  had  said  many  times  before,  th»t 
so  far  as  his  knowledge  went  the  water  there  was  of 
good  average  quality,  and  would  be  better  still  if  all 
tke  drains  were  properly  and  regularl}'  cleansed,  and 
the  wells  periodically  seen  to,  and  although  it  was  true 
the  supply  in  summer  was  somewhat  short,  he  did  not 
cemsider  the  case  was  one  which  demanded  any  such 
expensive  or  elaborate  scheme  as  had  been  advocated. 
He  could  not  help  tliinking  that  if  every  landlord 
would  provide  a proper  supply  for  all  his  tenements, 
i either  by  the  sinking  of  new  wells,  or  the  lapping  o' 

I fresh  springs,  and  the  regular  cleansing  and  opening 
1 np  of  the  existing  ones,  the  water  question  so  far  as 
Westwood  was  concerned  would  be  settled,  and  much 
unnecessary  expense  avoided.  During  the  year  he 
! analysed  in  Bath  17  samples  of  water,  12  nf  which 
were  from  springs  in  Westwood,  all  of  which  tinal/ses 
rendered  good  results. — The  Chairman  thanked  Dr. 

! Thomson  for  his  excellent  report. 


I 


